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Introduction

While work on the Temple has started in Jerusalem, meanwhile back in Persia, Ezra is preparing

to move there as well to restart Temple worship. The Persian King has blessed the move and provided

supplies and support for Ezra. Still there is great opposition to the rebuilding of the Temple, Jerusalem

and Israel as a whole by the surrounding countries.

But Ezra has a “secret weapon” – wisdom. Not the wisdom of human beings but the wisdom of

God. He knows it, the king recognizes it and the people will se that wisdom displayed. The wisdom of

Scripture is seeing things through the eyes of God, not through our own human capability. It is a gift not

an achievement and it is obtained by asking for it and God granting it.

Discussion

● Thinking in non-biblical terms, how would you define wisdom?

● What is the difference between wisdom and knowledge?

● Can you name people whom you thought were wise?

Going Deeper

● Throughout the Scriptures “wisdom” is seen as something that God imparts to people. It is God

sharing part of His omniscience with the rest of us. Not everyone is given wisdom but not

everyone asks. And those who do ask, often have impure motives so the gift is not given. Ezra’s

focus is on rebuilding Jerusalem, the Temple and the people of Israel for one purpose – to the

glory of God so other nations will know that He is the one true God. It is not for the glory of

Israel, although that would be understandable or for the glory of His people, which would be

admirable. Only God is the center of Ezra’s need to have God’s wisdom so the actions he takes

can shine the spotlight on God.

Application

● As Christians, we can still ask for wisdom from God, but the same question comes up about our

motive. Is it just about making good decisions that benefit ourselves, our families or our

churches? While those aims are important, they are secondary to bringing glory to Christ. So

think about the need you have right now for wisdom to make important decisions in your life. Is

the end game about you or about God? You may indeed benefit from God’s wisdom but ask

yourself – how does this glorify God?


