
POST-SERMON STUDY FOR 

“Leaving a Legacy 

Scriptures     Deuteronomy 6:4-8 

Introduction 

• To the people of the Jewish faith it was important to leave a legacy to the generations 
who would follow. But since writing was very expensive, most stories and 
commandments were passed down in story form. In this case, the story was the 
commandment from God to pass on His words to children and grandchildren and so 
forth. This should ensure, then, that following generations would hear and obey God’s 
word. 

Discussion 

• Not only can a legacy be left to our children by writing something down, it is even 
more impressive to leave a legacy through our actions. Our actions will often be 
remembered far longer than our words. 

• Think for a moment about what has been passed down to you from your parents or 
grandparents, for example. What memories stick most vividly in your mind? What 
words would you use to describe their character that stands out? 

Going Deeper 

• The words of verse 4 are known to our Jewish friends as the “Great Shemah”, shemah 
being the Hebrew word for “hear” or “listen”. When this word was used, it caused the 
hearers/readers to pay close attention because something important was about to be 
taught. 

• In this case, the lesson was to be diligent about passing on God’s commandments to 
following generations. Written communication was expensive, so these lessons were 
taught and memorized and then seared into people’s minds by the actions of the 
people. So, there was the word followed by practical application. 

Application 

• In today’s application, I think of those whom we honor on All Saint’s Day, those 
members of our congregation and family who have passed away during this year. Often 
when I speak at funerals, I recall those special memories and life lessons that the 
departed left behind as a living legacy to their families. 

• Today, take the time not only to give thanks to God for the legacy that has been left to 
you, but ask God to use your life to leave a legacy to those who will follow you. What 
words will they use to describe you? Will it include words such as “faithful”, or 
“spiritual”? 

Prayer 

O God, we give thanks for all those who have shaped our lives by their legacy. Help us to 
leave a legacy of our own that includes faithfulness to you. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.


